
ECCNA  Opening Meeting Preamble


Welcome
My name is …………..I’m an addict. I’d like to welcome you all to the  ____ European Convention and Conference of Narcotics Anonymous. 

(Some suggested information, to be added to or left out by host committee)

Registration

Registration pays for the convention. It also helps fund the vital work of the European Delegates Meeting throughout the year. While we will not turn anyone away who cannot afford to pay, we would strongly encourage you to register at the full rate. Should you not be able to afford the full rate, the convention committee has set up a fund that enables members to donate and cover the costs. Please, if you can afford it, make a donation to this fund and enable us to have the most accessible convention possible.

Hospitality
You’ll find a hospitality desk in (give directions to desk)- they can help you with information about the convention and the local area.

(If needed) And in the spirit of co-operation rather than affiliation, we would like to welcome Nar-Anon to the convention. There will be Nar-Anon meetings held tomorrow, details are also available from the hospitality desk.

I’ll now read the Anonymity Statement, for any members of the Press who may be present

The principle of anonymity allows addicts to attend meetings without fear of legal or social repercussions. This is an important consideration for an addict thinking about going to their first meeting. Anonymity also supports an atmosphere of equality in meetings. It helps ensure that no individual's personality or circumstance will be considered more important than the message of recovery shared in NA. 

We ask your help in maintaining our tradition of personal anonymity by not identifying our members by name or in full face photos as members of Narcotics Anonymous, or by describing details of their personal circumstances which could reveal their identities. 

In carrying our message of recovery, we welcome articles about our fellowship, but not in terms of personalities. We are not secret, just anonymous. Cooperation by the press has been very good, and we hope that continued exposure given to the Narcotics Anonymous program will play a major role in attracting the many thousands of addicts who need help. We thank you for your understanding. 

I’d also like to ask members of the press to please contact the hospitality desk to be put in touch with the convention press liason officer.

Translation
The ECCNA is held in English, and we offer translation facilities for our many non-English speaking members. I’d like to ask our English speaking members to be mindful of the need to speak slowly and clearly, with the minimum of slang, in order to help the translators. The main meetings and workshops held in this hall will all be translated, and there will be headsets available from one hour before each of the meetings. If you need any help with translations please contact the translation desk in the lobby outside, and they can also direct you to our dedicated rooms for foreign language meetings

The EDM
The European Delegates Meeting is also taking place this weekend, and you are welcome to see what is happening there in the (directions)
The EDM began as the European Service Conference in 1983, and  since then has grown to have  ___  Communities around Europe, who meet together twice a year to share their experience and help each NA Community in Europe carry the NA message
 (This is a good time to introduce the EDM Chair, who will say a few words and introduce the delegates.)

Any other Announcements.
  
Readings, Opening Speakers etc.
